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Publication  of  the  Telegraph  Hill  Dwellers 


CAN  WE  PRESERVE  THE  BEST  OF  THE  PAST  FOR  OUR  FUTURE? 

The  formation  of  an  historic  district  to  preserve  the  heritage  of  our 

tidings  and  the  ambience  of  Telegraph  Hill  has  been  studied  for  the 
t  four  months  by  the  THD  Landmarks  Preservation  Committee,  headed  by 
Katherine  Koelsch  and  David  Myrick.  The  committee  has  concluded  that 
such  a  district  will  be  a  major  step  in  the  preservation  of  the  charm 
and  unique  character  of  the  Hill. 

Gee  Gee  Platt,  an  editor  of  Here  Today,  a  notable  book  concerning  the 
significant  older  buildings  in  San  Francisco,  and  former  head  of  the  San 
Francisco  Landmarks  Advisory  Board,  gave  a  comprehensive  presentation  to 
the  Board  and  the  Landmarks  Committee  on  September  30.  She  advised  the 
group  on  Federal  Register  criteria,  San  Francisco  Landmarks  Board 
criteria,  procedures  and  time  involved  to  qualify,  ways  to  reduce  our 
costs,  and  her  own  previous  experience  in  this  field. 

Mrs.  Platt  also  sent  the  Board  a  written  summary  of  the  way  she  would 
approach  a  preliminary  study  for  the  THD.  After  further  consideration, 
the  Board  has  engaged  her  to  study  the  feasibility  of  forming  a  historic 
district  on  Telegraph  Hill.  See  the  Board  of  Directors  Report  for  the 
motion.  It  is  essential  that  most  of  the  work  be  done  by  neighborhood 
volunteers,  and  the  THD  Landmarks  Committee  welcomes  additional  people 
interested  in  taking  part  in  this  project. 
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DWELLERS  COMMITTEE  APPLIES  FOR  OPEN  SPACE  IMPROVEMENT  FUNDS 


Telegraph  Hill  Dwellers  Park  and 
Open  Space  Committee,  along  with 
other  neighborhood  groups,  ap¬ 
plied  for  $5  million  of  Open 
Space  money  budgeted  for  fiscal 
1980-81  by  the  San  Francisco 
Recreation  and  Park  Advisory 
Comrni  ttee. 


Tim  Lillyquist,  Management  Assistant  for  the  Recreation  and  Park 
Department,  said  the  $5  million  is  used  for  renovation  and  acquisition 
of  open  spaces  in  the  Chinatown  area.  Central  City  area,  Mission 
District,  Bay  View-Hunters  Point,  and  the  Western  Addition.  Lillyquist 
added  that  money  derives  from  $.10  per  $100.00  of  assessed  evaluation  of 
property,  and  is  available  annually  unless  cut  for  fiscal  reasons. 


Jane  Winslow  and  Mary  Erkenbrack  presented  the  following  proposals  for 

the  Park  and  Open  Space  Committee  of  THD  before  the  Advisory  Committee 
at  McLaren  Lodge  October  15: 


* 


★ 


Coit  Tower's  Pioneer  Park  needs  grass  resodding  and  a  concrete 
walkway  through  the  park  to  lessen  the  wear  and  tear  on  the  grass. 
The  park  provides  a  popular  overlook,  and  photographers  often  stop 
there  to  take  pictures.  Also,  the  mural  room  needs  four  potted 
palms  to  make  the  room  more  attractive.  Estimated  cost  is  $25,000 
The  North  Beach  Playground  needs  new  blacktop  for  the  play  area  and 
^o  surfaces  for  the  three  tennis  courts.  Estimated  cost  is 

Washington  Square  Park  children's  play  structure  needs  repair  and 
expansion.  The  repairs  would  replace  the  wooden  fence,  reduced  to 
a  few  poles,  with  a  low  chain  link  fence;  replace  the  tire  swing; 
and  fix  the  slide  which  is  very  loose.  The  existing  structure  has 
three  swings,  one  slide,  and  one  climbing  structure.  The  expansion 
would  accommodate  more  children  and  a  wider  age  group  of  children 
Estimated  cost  is  $50,000. 

Telegraph  Hill  area  needs  a  supplemental  fund  to  help  property 
owners  purchase  trees  to  plant  in  front  of  their  buildinas  Esti¬ 
mated  cost  is  $5,000.  y 

The  area  on  Telegraph  Hill  behind  Garfield  School  needs  land¬ 
scaping,  a  walk,  and  a  bench.  George  Hornsey,  the  architect  for 
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Garfield  School,  situated  the  school  away  from  the  hillside  to  om 
that  area  to  view. 

The  Recreation  and  Park  Advisory  Committee  will  make  recommendations  to 
the  Recreation  and  Park  Department  on  the  proposals.  Watch  the  next 
Semaphore  for  these  decisions. 

If  you  are  interested  in  any  project  involving  parks  or  open  space,  call 
Mary  Dunham  397-0842  or  Jane  Winslow  421-1466  of  the  THD  Parks  and  Open 
Space  Committee. 


WATERFRONT  DEVELOPMENTS,  NOISY  AND  QUIET 

Helicopter  Noise  Pollution  Reaches  Intolerable  Levels 

The  roar  of  the  Commodore  Helicopters,  taking  off  and  landing  at  Pier 
43,  has  long  been  a  major  blight  on  large  areas  of  Telegraph  and  Russian 
Hills.  Negotiations  with  the  Port  resulted  in  promises  which  were  never 
kept:  to  limit  activities  to  the  months  of  June,  July  and  August,  and 
to  use  only  one  quiet  machine.  Instead,  there  are  now  two  copters  con¬ 
ducting  their  5-minute  rides,  7  days  a  week,  year  in-and-out.  Recent^, 
a  larger  and  even  noisier  copter,  seating  6  people,  was  substitut^P 
With  2  copters  taking  off  and  landing  at  5-minute  intervals,  the  over¬ 
head  roar  assails  defenseless  residents  240  times  during  a  10-hour  day! 
Everyone  trying  to  enjoy  their  garden  or  balcony  in  the  affected  areas 
finds  this  situation  intolerable.  At  times  it  is  literally  impossible 
to  communicate  outdoors  without  shouting. 


The  Port  claims  to  be  powerless  to  hold  the  tenant  to  his  promises,  but 
we  question  this  explanation. 

Recently,  another  outfit,  "Helicoptours,"  with  headquarters  at  Chine 
Basin,  has  been  advertising  flights  over  Coit  Tower,  Fisherman's  Wharf, 
Ghi  rardel  1  i  Square  and  the  Marina,  adding  their  roar  to  that  ol 
Commodore  Helicopters! 
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|pe  deterioration  of  residential  amenities  for  the  benefit  of  transient 
Tourists  and  a  fast  buck  has  reached  intolerable  proportions.  It  is 
time  for  the  affected  residents  and  taxpayers  to  drown  out  the  roar  of 
the  helicopters  with  a  civic  roar  at  City  Hall! 

Pier  39  Service  Yard 

A  renewed  request  for  24,000  square  feet  of  service  yard  between  Piers 
39  and  35,  primarily  for  the  servicing  of  the  troubled  "floating  break¬ 
water"  (automobile  tires)  was  granted  by  BCDC  on  a  temporary  basis. 
Since  it  is  likely  that  a  stationary  breakwater  will  eventually  have  to 
be  constructed  to  replace  the  existing,  al 1 -too-floati ng  breakwater, 
BCDC  limited  the  permit  to  two  years. 

Fisherman's  Wharf  Committee 


On  October  8,  the  Port  Commission  authorized  the  formation  of  a  26- 
member  Civic  Advisory  Committee.  This  committee  is  to  assist  in  the 
Fisherman's  Wharf  Action  Plan,  which  is  designed  to  revitalize 
Fisherman's  Wharf  as  a  genuine  fishing  establishment  and  to  make  possi- 

«e  the  long-promised  new  breakwater.  In  view  of  the  THD's  long  and 
^lendly  association  with  our  neighbors  at  the  Wharf,  we  have  asked  to 
be  included  in  this  committee. 


Redevelopment  Plans 

A  Citizens  Advisory  Committee  has  been  working  on  a  concrete  plan  and 
design  standards  for  the  proposed  Redevelopment  Areas  at  "Rincon  Point" 
(between  Mission  and  Harrison)  and  "South  Beach"  (triangle  between 
Bryant,  Second  and  the  Embarcadero).  The  Redevelopment  proposal  is 
based  on  parts  of  the  overall  N/E  Waterfront  Plan  adopted  last  year  by 
the  Northeast  Waterfront  Advisory  Committee.  It  includes  major  housing 
construction  (50%  market  rate,  50%  moderate  and  low  income),  commercial 
developments,  a  400  boat  marina,  two  major  parks  and  the  preservation  of 
historic  buildings. 

Major  points  of  contention  are  permissible  density,  the  proportion  of 
market  rate  housing  vs.  moderate/low  income  construction,  and  the  nature 
and  extent  of  open  space.  Our  organization's  main  concern  remains  the 
faithful  implementation  of  the  Waterfront  Plan,  without  which  these 
Redevelopment  projects  could  not  have  been  contemplated.  This  requires 
«itinued  watchfulness  on  the  part  of  the  committee  members. 


LOUDSPEAKERS  STILL  BLARE 


POP!  GOES  THE  RADIAL 


See  a  nail  and  pick  it  up;  All 
the  day  you'll  have  good  luck.  A 
surprising  number  of  nails, 
screws,  bolts  and  the  like  are 
found  on  our  streets.  This 
hazard  to  tires  and  feet  results 
from  builders'  carelessness  with 
nails  and  other  metallic  threats. 
Rains  wash  the  evil  little  mon¬ 
sters  down  the  street  to  distant 
locations.  So  help  your  neighbor 
and  yourself  too  by  picking  them 
up. 


Loudspeaker  noise  from  the 
Northern  Waterfront  is  still  dis¬ 
turbing  residents  on  weekends. 
Enforcement  scheduling  may  be 
more*  of  a  problem  than  the  or¬ 
dinance  itself.  A  committee  of 
residents  is  working  on  this.  If 
you  are  interested  in  reducing 
this  noise,  call  Ron  Vehlow, 
39&-3916 


Cucina  Toscana 

The  finest  meats,  vegetables,  fish  and  cheeses 
—  Pasta  made  fresh  daily  — 
v  1512  STOCKTON  STREET,  SAN  FRANCISCO 
gfe  392-1587  *  392-1700 

*  open  7  days 

VALET  PARKING 


fresh  homemade  pasta 

AND  FRESH  FISH 


jiVORT/f 


434-2248 


Vallejo  and 
Grant  Avenue 


FROM  OUR  OWN  BOA  T 
Open  7  Days  -  Dining  —  11:30  am  to  2:00  am 
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^iEASURER'S  SIX-MONTH  REPORT 

Our  General  Fund  balance  now 
stands  at  $6423,  of  which  $4580 
is  now  earning  interest. 


Since  this  is  the  six-month  point 
in  our  fiscal  year,  I  take 
pleasure  in  reporting  that  our 
financial  picture  is  good. 
Through  the  end  of  September  we 
have  taken  in  $4953  and  spent 
only  $1858.  This  results  in  a 
gain  of  $3095  for  the  year  so  far. 


The  second  six  months  will  prob¬ 
ably  be  net  outgo  rather  than 
income,  because  most  of  the  an¬ 
ticipated  dues  collections  are 
already  in.  We  should,  however, 
^pve  no  financial  problems. 


The  Legal  Fund  balance  remains 
$258. 


HELP 


We  welcome  your  help.  Please  get  in  touch 
yith  our  office.  We  need  donations  of  time  and 
nost  importantly  money.  Everything  goes  toward 
Dur  campaigns,  and  they  are  expensive.  We  have 
to  "frills"  to  offer,  no  fancy  offices  to  visit 
)r  periodical  mailouts  to  send  you. 


The  whales  and  seals  need  your  help. 

GREENPEACE 
240  Fort  Mason 
San  Francisco,  CA  94123 


Minden’s  Hallmark  Shops 


350  Bay  Street 
North  Point 
433-2787 


Cards  —  Gifts 

One-Stop  Shopping  for  All  Occasions 
Free  Gift  Wrapping 


SUPPORT  OUR  ADVERTISERS 


LOUVRE 


CUSTOM 

FRAMING 

645  CHESTNUT  GR  4-6648 


"We  translate  your  life  style  into 
creative,  yet  practical,  enduring  design." 

INTERIOR 

DESIGN/FURNISHINGS 

872  Chestnut  Street  885-5460 


Boris  ano  Mary  Pkrcicm  307*6831 


La  Veranda 


Conneloni  - 
Cappuccino  - 


Pizza 

Lasaqna 

Espresso 


14.90  Grant  Avenue 
Corner  of  Union  Street 
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BAY  &  COLUMBUS  CHEVRON  STATION 


Dick  Mary,  Proprietor 
196  Columbus  Avenue 
441-9947  Chevron 


“We  take  better 
care  of  your  car!  ” 


Tune  Up  —  Brakes  —  Road  Service 


67-FOOT  CONDO  PROPOSED 
IN  40-F00T  HEIGHT  AREA 


A  67-foot,  six  story  condo  among 
2  and  3  story  homes  is  proposed 
for  the  300  block  of  Lombard, 
where  the  height  limit  is  40 
feet.  The  developer/architect 
would  excavate  as  much  as  30  feet 
into  the  hillside  on  a  25  x  137- 
foot  lot,  a  great  peril  to  the 
neighboring  properties. 


OUTDOOR  TERRACE 
OPEN  DAILY  11  AM 
for 

FOOD  -  BEVERAGE 
PARISIAN  THOUGHT 

1434-38  UPPER 
GRANT  AVENUE 


“ Steam  Beer  Underneath 
a  Fig  Tree” 


446-480  Green  Street 
GArfield  1 -0221 


FA  VORITE I NOSTRI 
RECLAMATORI 
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Compliments 

of 

JOHN  L.  MOLINARI 


SUPERVISOR 
DISTRICT  3 
558-2164 


This  would  place  a  9000+  square 
foot  structure  among  2000  and 
3000  square  foot  homes.  His  in¬ 
terpretation  of  the  planning  code 
to  allow  the  67-foot  high,  box 
shaped,  stucco  structure  threat¬ 
ens  all  Hill  property  owners, 
especially  those  who  have  takejr 
pains  to  respect  the  40  foot  lii^p 

The  developer's  theory  is  that 
you  can  measure  from  an  existing 
grade,  then  excavate  the  entire 
lot  to  a  new  grade,  then  build  as 
though  the  old  grade  were  still 
there. 

On  any  lot  that  slopes  up  from 
the  street,  the  results  flaunt 
the  spirit,  if  not  the  letter,  of 
the  law.  A  building  much  taller 
than  40  feet  can  be  created,  of 
massive  bulk  compared  to  the 
neighbors.  In  this  case,  a 
building  almost  70  feet  high, 
straight  up  from  the  street* 
would  be  totally  out  of  character 
with  the  street. 


e  same  theory  could  be  applied 
to  almost  any  block  on  the  Hill, 
wherever  the  terrain  is  not  level 
The  result  would  change  the  top¬ 
ography  of  the  whole  Hill  to 
squeeze  out  every  last  dollar. 
At  enormous  profit,  row  after  row 
of  stucco,  flat-faced  condos 
would  occupy  the  uphill  side  of 
each  street. 


1454  GRANT  AVENUE  981-5565 


The  steeper  the  hillside,  the 
bigger  the  building  after  excava¬ 
tion.  6,  7,  and  8  stories  would 
supposedly  be  within  the  40  foot 
1 imi t. 


Neighbors  surrounding  the  341 
Lombard  proposal  are  asking  for 
discretionary  review  of  the  issue 
the  Planning  Commission  before 
^Pt  is  too  late.  Concerned 
Dwellers  please  write  to  Robert 
Passmore  and  Toby  Rosenblatt,  100 
Larkin,  regarding  the  341  Lombard 
proposal  which  tries  to  circum¬ 
vent  the  height  and  neighborhood 
character  restrictions  we  fought 
so  hard  for. 

■■H 

RADUNO  GENERALE 

[general  membership  meeting] 


MONDAY,  NOVEMBER  17 
BASQUE  HOTEL 
ROMOLO  PLACE 

6:30  cocktails,  7:30  dinner 
$10  including  tax,  tip,  &  wine 
Leg  of  Lamb,  Sweetbreads,  Patty  Shells 

RSVP  by  Nov.  14:  Ron  Vehlow  398-3916 
Reservations  after  Nov.  14  are  $11 


SUPPORT  OUR  ADVERTISERS 


GOURMET 

GUIDES 


1  767  Stockton  St. 

San  Francisco,  CA  94133 
415/391-5903 

Jean  Bullock 

COOK  BOOKS 
TRAVEL  GUIDES 
GOURMET  GIFTS 


FA  VORITE INOSTRI 
RECLAM  A  TORI 
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BEETHOVEN 

RESTAURANT 

A  Bit  Of  Germany 

DINNERS 

From  5:30  to  1  1 :00 

1701  POWELL  ST. 

CORNER  UNION  STREET 

391-4488 

Closed  Sun.  &  Mon. 


SUPPORT  OUR 
ADVERTISERS 


HAIRSTYLING  SALON 

524 

GREEN 

STREET 

Specialty  Haircutting 
All  Lines  of  Hairdressing 
(Men  &  Women) 

391-7346 


MON-FRI  Lunch-Dinner 


(Closed  Tuesday) 
SAT-SUN  Dinner 
1570  Stockton  ST. 
at  Union 
392-8321 


FA  VORITE I NOSTRI  RECLAM  A  TORI 


THD  New  &  Reinstated^ 
Members 


K.  S.  Barker 
Ed  Brayer 
Robert  Buffi n 
Don  Conacher 
Mary  Cordaro 
Millie  Delich 
Susan  Denning 
Nancy  Filter 
Carol  Foster 
Ju  Lee  Friedeck 
Ann  Hatch 
William  Hatch 
Sarah  Huggard 
Elizabeth  Hunter 
William  Hunter 
Earl  Jackson 
Julia  Jackson 
Evelyn  Lewis 
Dr.  Lawrence  Lipkind 
Lok  Sin  Mar 
Dorothy  Merson 
Yane  Nordhav 
Judy  Northrup 
Peter  Trendell 
Lisa  C.  Van  Dusen 
Janice  Wood 
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AHD  ACTIVITIES  1980-1981 


Nov. 

10: 

Nov. 

17: 

Dec. 

9: 

Dec. 

14: 

Jan. 

14: 

Feb. 

9: 

Feb. 

17: 

Mar. 

10: 

Apr. 

8: 

Apr. 

22: 

May 

11: 

board  meeting 
membership  meeting 
board  meeting 
Christmas  party 
board  meeting 
board  meeting 
membership  meeting 
board  meeting 
board  meeting 
election  dinner  meeting 
board  meeting 


PERMIT  ALERT  !  !  ! 

Anyone  noticing  announcements 
posted  on  light  and  telegraph 
poles  in  your  area,  please  take  a 
second  look*  If  the  notice  has 
Anything  to  do  with  variances  on 
foning  please  alert  Jeanne  Milligan 
or  Jim  Augustino.  As  a  matter  of 
policy,  the  THD  will  investigate 
any  requests  for  variances,  but 
some  slip  through  so  everyone's 
help  is  needed.  Jeanne  Milligan, 
989-0494;  Jim  Augustino,  956-1889 


GARFIELD  SCHOOL  WINS 
ARCHITECTS'  AWARD 

Garfield  Elementary  School  won 
the  Award  of  Honor  for  Design 
Excellence  presented  in  early 
October  by  the  Northern  California 
Council  of  the  American  Institute 
of  Architects.  There  were  115 
entries  from  nine  Bay  Area  coun¬ 
lies.  The  winning  design  was 
drawn  by  George  Hornsey. 


CameraGraphics  391-5220 

Graphic  Art  Services  Vincent  ( lamer 

Hi-Contrast - 

PhotoMechanicalTransfers  (PMT’s) 

Film  Negatives  /Positives 
Dimensionally  Stable  PhotoPrints 
(Contact  and/or  Projection) 

Half-Tone  Reproductions - 

65  Line,  85  Line,  100  Line,  120  Line,  133  Line 
(also  available  direct  from  Color  Transparencies) 

Special  Effect  Screens - 

MezzoTint,  StraightLine,  WavyLine,  SteelEtch, 
Posterization,  SteelEngraving,  Combinations, 
Custom  Variations 

Continuous  Tone - 

Projection  Prints  from  35mm  up  to  4x5  Negatives 

Typography  Variations - 

Outlines,  Inlines,  Comstocks,  Shadows 

Mechanical  Services - 

ArtWork,  Mechanicals,  Stripping,  Paste-Up 

408 (  blumbus  Ave.  No.5  San  Bancisco  94133 


BAY  &  POWELL 

ITALIAN 

LUNCH  &  DINNER 
BANQUET  FACILITIES 

989-6000 

(CLOSED  MONDAYS)  * 


GREENPEACE 


SAVE  THE  SEALS 
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GALE  BRINGS  SUNSHINE  FOR  THE  SIXTH  ANNUAL  THD  PICNIC 


The  SS  Coit  Tower  sailed  off  into 
a  stormy  sea  with  some  members  of 
the  THD  as  passengers  for  our  6th 
annual  picnic  at  11:30  a.m.. 

Sat.,  13  Sept.  A  heartier  group 
has  never  been  assembled  before. 
With  cloud-chasing  winds  at  near¬ 
hurricane  force,  a  good  time  was 
had  by  all,  and  the  picnic  didn't 
break  up  until  around  4:00. 

The  cuisine  was  bountiful,  delect¬ 
able,  and  innovative.  The  bar 
was  well  stocked  and  well  staffed. 
Entertainment  was  provided  by 
Peter  Munks,  who  sang  sea 
shanties  and  ballads  of  other 
times . 

We  drew  the  usual  assortment  of 
politicians.  During  the  entire 
party  the  barricades  erected  and 
manned  by  our  police  were  effec¬ 
tive  in  keeping  the  top  of  the 
Hill  quiet  and  fume-free  for  our 
enjoyment.  Many  thanks  to  our 
Finest. 

The  crew  of  Lynne  Burwell, 
Frieda  Weiner,  John  Robiola, 

Daranne  Schott,  John  Lewis  and 
Darryl  Simoens  did  an  outstanding 
job  tending  bar  and  mixing  with 
the  passengers.  They  also. raised 
about  $160  for  our  treasury. 
Special  thanks  to  Susanne  Keebler 
for  a  terrific  invitation  design. 


and  to  the  North  Beach  Restaurant, 
Spaghetti  Factory,  Cadell  Place, 
Savoy-Ti vol i ,  434  Pacific,  Coit 

Liquors,  and  Mildred  Pierce  for 
their  donations  of  wine,  beer, 
and  juice.  See  you  again  next 
year. 


Photos  by 
Marj  Glover 


page  12 


m 


OWWw)<>oi> 


page  13 


UNITED  STATES  POST  OFFICE 

SAN  FRANCISCO.  CA  94101 


date:  October  7,  1980 

P.O.  cc 


•  • 

to:  Mr.  James  Augustino 

426  Vallejo  Street 
San  Francisco,  CA  94133 


our  ref  JW:DYM:VKL:LP:EP:gm4o/6 

susjECT:  Postal  Request 


Dear  Mr.  Augustino: 

This  will  acknowledge  your  letter  of  August  28,  1980  on  the  subject 
matter,  written  as  president  of  the  Telegraph  Hill  Dwellers. 

Our  indication  is  that  the  mail  collection  box  in  question  outside  the 
North  Beach  Station,  1640  Stockton,  was  moved  back  from  its  curb-side 
position  to  the  front  of  the  building  for  a  valid  reason.  Cars  were 
continually  loosening  the  box  from  its  moorings.  As  a  result,  the 
concrete  foundation  became  too  damaged  to  attempt  reanchoring  the 
unit. 

Your  understanding  -  as  well  as  those  of  other  members  -  is  earnestly 
solicited  in  the  above  regard. 


Yours  truly, 


Jefferson  Wilson 

MSC  Manager  -  Postmaster 


DOROTHY  ERSKINE 

OPEN  SPACE 

“Giving  to  the  Dorothy  Erskine  Open  Space  Fund,  in 
honor  of  a  truly  great  environmentalist,  can  result 
in  saving  vital  Bay  Area  open  space.  I  heartily 
encourage  and  support  this  exciting  project .” 

—Huey  D.  Johnson 

Support  the  Dorothy  Erskine  Secretary  of  Resources. 
Open  Space  Fund  State  of  California 

Make 

checks  payable  to  ‘The 
Dorothy  Erskine  Open  Space 
Fund'  c/o  Trust  for  Public 
Land.  82  Second  Street  San 
Francisco,  CA  94105. 


A.  SELL!  Inc. 

PLUMBING  •  HEATING 
•  CONTRACTING  • 

2054  Powell  Street 
near  Chestnut 

BOILERS 
WATER  HEATERS 
GAS  APPLIANCES 
FIRE  SPRINKLERS 

DAY  OR  NIGHT  •  362-1968 
PHONES  •  362-7909 
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FURNISHED  TH  APT.  for  visiting 
family  or  friends,  Spring  '81. 
LR,  DR,  2  BR  (1  small),  1%  BA, 
office,  deck.  View  from  G  Gate 
to  Transamerica .  Availability  2 
to  3  months  from  early  April. 
BOB  BULLOCK  391-3645 

HELP  WANTED:  Dishwasher  for 

Tante  Marie's  Cooking  School,  271 
Francisco  St.,  TUE,  WED,  THU 
evenings  8:30  to  10:30.  Please 
call  771-8667 


,  ARE  YOU 
MOVING? 

Call  your  Editor,  981-4221, 
or  Membership,  981-7128, 
or  fill  this  out  and  mail  to 
Virginia  Sletteland 
1227  Montgomery 

Name _ 

Old  Address _ 


New  Address 


□  I  want  to  continue  to  get  Semaphores. 

□  You  can  drop  my  name. 

Important!  Semaphores  that  don’t  reach 
you  cost  us  a  lot  of  money. 


“DtUcAmoet 

'P<vi4., 

VALET  PARKING  SERVICE 
Anywhere  /  Anytime 

Valet  Parking  Membership  Available 
Individual  to  Parties  over  300  people 


FRANK  McMANUS 
(415)665-1718 
Res.  (415)  421-5979 
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PI  PAT’S  RESTA  URANT 

Phone 
M2-  9934 

French  Continental  Cuisine 

■ 

Pipat  Rungsun 

500  Broadway 

San  Francisco.  CA  04133 

DECO  •  KITSCH  •  COLLECTIBLES  •  CARDS  •  ANTIQUES 

ttfvsmff  £st  1975  rZSHZDS/ 


1 562  Grant 
co£ner  F,  oert 
at  Cot  Tower 
San  Franosco,  CA 

94133 

Tel  982  5539 


TASTfc 


Tues-Sat 
12pm  1 1  pm 

Sun. 

12  pm-5pm 
Mon. 

12  pm  -  7pm 


m  mm  m  ■■■■■■  l  . 

V. W.Vi v.v  ■ 

■.v.v.v.v.v 


■MM 


Ip  — <7 

Tante  Marie’s  Cooking  School 


“Cooking- is  fun!" 

271  Francisco  Street 
771'86b7 


ill 


y.w. 


WmW 


■  ■  ■  ■ 


■  ■  ■  ■ 


■  ■  ■  ■ 


^3/xa  ffc°*  Coffee  House 


733  Columbus  Ave.  Yukon  6-2420 


RAPE  TRAGEDY  SETS  BACK 
CRIME  PREVENTION  PROGRESS 


You  may  or  may  not  be  aware  of 
the  forceable  rape  and  robbery  of 
one  of  our  female  residents  at 
about  3:00  AM  on  September  9, 
1980.  The  woman  had  been  living 
on  the  Filbert  Steps  for  only  a 
week  and  had  returned  home 
earlier  the  evening  of  her  attack 
from  a  business  trip.  Her  as¬ 
sailant  told  her,  in  her  ordeal, 
he  had  (from  the  bushes)  seen  her 
arrive  home  in  a  taxi  at  the  head 
of  the  steps  at  about  8:00  PM, 
then  followed  her  and  watched  her 
apartment  until  he  broke  in. 
Entry  was  made  through  a  ki  tchen 
window,  which  he  removed  with  a 
glass  cutter  in  order  to  comnv^ 
his  heinous  crime.  ll 


The  police  are  still  looking  for 
new  leads  to  the  identity  of  the 
assailant.  The  officer  handling 
the  case  was  injured  by  a  Muni 
bus  and  went  to  the  hospital,  but 
his  partner  is  still  working 
diligently  with  another  officer 
to  try  to  come  up  with  a  workable 
clue. 


The  burglaries  for  September, 
including  the  one  above,  were 
eight,  one  of  which  was  a  hot 
prowl  .  (burglary  while  the  resi¬ 
dent  is  at  home),  but  an  arrest 
was  made  on  it.  There  was  also 
one  kidnapping,  which  was  related 
to  the  one  robbery,  at  29  Julius. 
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^TTER  TO  THE  EDITOR: 

Edi tor:  I  have  been  a  close  ob¬ 

server  of  the  planning  and  build¬ 
ing  of  the  giant  Levi's  Plaza 
project  right  below  my  porch. 


Despite  the  size  of  the  project 
and  its  questionable  use  of  ma¬ 
terials,  I  find  the  sweep  of 
curves  and  the  mathematical 
rhythm  of  its  lines  quite  seduc¬ 
tive.  Unfortunately  the  features 

Ilosest  to  my  eye  are  the  big, 
gly  and  i nappropriate  penthouses. 
These  roof-top  structures,  which 
were  not  detailed  in  the  plans 
presented  to  the  public,  spoil 
the  artistic  effect  of  the  main 
bui Idings. 


The  project  reminds  me  of  the 
Venus  de  Milo  with  an  oversized 
helmet  on  her  head. 


David  Dibble 


RustyScupper 

1800  Montgomery  St. 
986-1 1 80 


-Steaks-  -Prime  Rib-  -Seafood 


the  Equitable 


Financial  and  Estate  Planning 

Tax  Shelters 

PEG  SMITH 

397-0800  Personal  and  Business  Insurance 


Windsurfers®  &  Accessories 
SEASUIT  WETSUITS 

Windsurf  SanFrancisco 

A  CERTIFIED  WINDSURFING  SCHOOL 

AT  PIER  39 

Mailing  Address:  1230  Grant  Ave.,  #545 


10%  off  to  members  of 
Telegraph  Hill  Dwellers 


JOHN  F.  TANSLEY 

Owner-Instructor 


421-8353 


TOM!-'  tEHO  J 

c  u 

pasta 

(on 
( OH 

(  ON-HCLAHTMIt 

(  ON  -V0N&O 
( ow-h/HtHt- 
dusr>iK<OH  LA6LI0 
Lli  -y 


8a C (Ai a 
fiLlrrofii 
SCAMPi  ALLA 
ANTON  iO 
TOiPPa 

a  op  pino 

o  i  No 
Birr  a 

APERlTivi 
EfPlESSO 


: 


S  74  GREEHr  ST  £3 
FRANCISCO 


512  UNION  ST. 


ROASTED  COFFEE  -  ESPRESSO  MACHINES 
Open  daily  from  8  a.m.  to  6  p.m. 
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CUT-FLOWERS 


CARDS 
1554  STOCKTON  AT  UNION 


GIFTS 

433-3931 


ALFRED  R.  PISCIOTTA 
&  SONS 

" Old  World  Craftsmanship” 

CUSTOM  UPHOLSTERING 

Draperies  •  Blinds  •  Shades 
2060  Stockton  St.  »  7S1-6277 


BOARD  OF  DIRECTORS  REPOR^) 

MOTIONS  PASSED  BY 
GENERAL  MEMBERSHIP 
August  5,  1980 

To  firmly  oppose  mechanical 
street  cleaning  in  the  Hill  area, 
and  favor  the  broom  and  flush 
method  for  cleaning  our  streets. 

To  congratulate  the  President  on 
his  delicacy  and  skill  in  handling 
this  meeting  with  the  most  unruly, 
offensive  group  ever. 

MOTIONS  PASSED  BY 
BOARD  OF  DIRECTORS 
August  11,  1980 

To  support  reasonable  restriction 
of  tour  buses  on  Russian  Hill  adfc 
ask  that  the  same  restrictions 
applied  to  Telegraph  Hill. 

To  write  the  Postal  Service  re¬ 
questing  that  the  mailbox  at  the 
Stockton  branch  be  moved  back  to 
the  street  side  of  the  sidewalk. 
(See  replies  elsewhere  in  this 
issue) 


SUPPORT  OUR  ADVERTISERS 


650  Vallejo  Street 
San  Francisco 
California  94  133 
Phone:  DOuglas  2-3324 

LITTLE  CITY  LITHO 
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September  3,  1980 

To  direct  the  Social  Chair  to 
assign  a  revolving  duty  for  re¬ 
freshments  at  each  directors' 
meeting. 

To  retain  Ms.  Gee  Gee  Platt  at 
her  normal  and  customary  fee,  not 
to  exceed  an  amount  decided  bv^ 
the  Executive  Committee,  to  diafc 
cuss  Historic  District  informal 


RECTORS'  MOTIONS  CONTINUED 


tion  regarding  Telegraph  Hill  at 
a  Board  of  Directors  meeting • 


October  15,  1980 


To  authorize  the  Landmarks 
Committee  to  negotiate  a  contract 
not  to  exceed  $1,000  with  Gee  Gee 
Platt  for  a  preliminary  study  and 
cost  proposal  for  a  city  or 
Federal  Historic  District  on 
Telegraph  Hill,  and  present  the 
contract  to  the  Board  at  its  next 
meeting,  November  10. 


To  designate  Jack  Moss  head  of  a 
subcommittee  of  the  Planning  and 
Zoning  Committee  to  review  341 
^|mbard  and  to  take  stands  con- 
^Pstent  with  past  views  of  the 
THD. 


The  Board  accepted  with  regret 
and  appreciation  for  past  work 
the  resignation  of  Carol  Dunlap 
as  of  November  21. 

o 


PARTY! 

Another  fabulous  Christmas  party 
is  planned  for  Dec.  14.  Mark 
your  calendar  now,  and  look  for 
an  announcement  of  time  and  place 
in  early  December. 

**  SAVE  THE  DAY  ** 


•427  Columbus  Avenue 

SAN  FRANCISCO.  CALIF.  94133 

415/902-2097 


SUPPORT  OUR  ADVERTISERS 


De  Martini  Bros.  Inc. 


GENERAL  CONTRACTORS 
1831  POWELL  ST.  •  SAN  FRANCISCO,  CAL.  94133 


FA  VORITE I NOSTRI RECLAMATOR1 
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362-4726 

NEW  PISA 
ESTAURANT 

550  Green 
Street 

ITALIAN  FOOD 
Open 

Lunch  and  Dinner  Daily 
Except  Wednesday 
Banquet  Facilities 


'Speedy’S 


NEW  UNION  GROCERY 


WINES 
LIQUORS 


301  Union  Street 

Corner  Montgomery 
DELIVERY  SERVICE 


Quality  Meats  —  Selected  Fruits  and  Vegetables 


HAS 

EXCITING 
UNPREDICTABLE 
IMPORTS  FROM 
ROUND  THE 
WORLD! 


Fisherman’s  Wharf 
2552  Taylor  St.  at  North  Point 

OPEN  7  DAYS  A  WEEK 


♦SEMAPHORE 


STAFF* 


Editor: 

Margaret  Gwathmey 


Business  Manager: 

John  Holmes 


Contributors : 
Jim  Augustino 
Maggie  Baylis 
Toby  Bloxam 
Bob  Bui  lock 
Mary  Dunham 
Carol  Dunlap 
Marj  Glover 
John  Holmes 
Bob  Katz 
Craig  McCabe 
David  Myrick 
Judith  Robinson 
Ron  Vehlow 
Phil  Williams 


Make-Up  Staff: 

Lynne  Burwell 
Millie  Delich 
Vivian  Gowans 
Bob  Migdal 
Sabina  Watson 


Ad  Staff: 

John  Holmes 
Mary  Lee  Lucier 
Jo  Rossi  ter 
Peg  Smi  th 


GENERAL  MEMBERSHIP  MEETING 

MONDAY,  NOVEMBER  17 
BASQUE  HOTEL 
ROMOLO  PLACE 


6:30  cocktails,  7:30  dinner 
$10  including  tax,  tip,  &  wine 
Leg  of  Lamb,  Sweetbreads,  Patty  Shells 


rtOVK  Dy  INOV.  14:  Ron  Vehlow  398-3916 
Reservations  after  Nov.  14  are  $11 

DON'T  FORGET!! 
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^LPHELPHELPHELPHELPHELPHELPHELPHELP 

HELPHELPHELPHELPHELPHELPHELPHELPHELP 


TO  HELP  ON 


[bees  courtesy  -  Daisy  du  Chesne] 


Washington  Square  ^ 

Bar^Grill.  ^.vV 

Washington 
Square 
^  Park 

_ 

Open  daily  for  Lunch  &  Dinner 

■ 

1707  Powell  St.  982-8123 

Union 

?  \ 
1  N 

Thomas  Cara  Ltd. 


Espresso  machines  for  the 
home  or  business;  new  or 
rebuilt,  at  lowest  prices 
in  San  Francisco 


517  Pacific  Ave.  SU.  1-0383 


SUPPORT  OUR 
ADVERTISERS 


FA  VORITE I NOSTRI  RECLAM  A  TORI 


EDITOR'S  NOTE: 

Many  thanks  to  all  who  re¬ 
sponded  to  our  call  for  help 
on  the  Semaphore  and  for 
their  contributions  to  this 


issue . 


397-3265 


; 


UNHURRIED  -  UNCOMMON 
MON-FRI  LUNCH  11:30  to  2:00 
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DOWN  WITH  WIRES 


Nineteen  years  after  it  was  ori¬ 
ginally  planned,  Stage  1  and  2  of 
the  utility  line  undergrounding 
program  for  Telegraph  Hill  is  now 
supposed  to  commence  work  this 
December,  and  might  actually  be 
completed  by  1982.  The  streets 
included  will  be: 

Francisco  and  Chestnut  be¬ 
tween  Powell  and  Grant, 
Greenwich  between  Columbus 
and  Grant, 

Filbert  between  Stockton  and 
Grant,  j 

Midway,  Pfeiffer,  Whiting,1 
and  Kramer. 

The  glacially  slow  progress  of 
the  undergrounding  program  has 
been  the  source  of  anguish  to  all, 
of  us  who  can't  stand  the  sights 
Of  that  symbol  of  urban  blight:* 
the  power  pole  festooned  with! 
decaying  utility  lines.  For  long! 
time  members  it  must  be  morel 
frustrating.  THD  was  instrumen-* 
tal  in  establishing  Telegraph 
Hill  Undergrounding  District  No. 
258  back  in  1956.  In  those  days 
it  was  expected  that  the  whole  ofj 
Telegraph  Hill  would  be  cleaned!) 
up  by  1966.  The  first  phase  was! 
actually  completed  in  1968,  but! 
the  second  phase  was  not  started! 
until  1976  with  work  on  the  Stage! 
3  area  to  underground  lines  on 
the  southeast  side  of  the  Hill. 
As  we  can  see  from  the  October 


* 


r 


photos,  the  view  from  the  Vallejo 
Steps  has  been  only  marginal  ly 
improved  since  then.  The  poles 
and  telephone  lines  are  still  up 
even  though  the  power  lines  were 
put  underground.  The  same  is 
true  all  along  Green. 

The  main  reason  for  the  delays  in 
completing  underground  work  is 
that  the  maximum  mileage  of  lines 
put  underground  every  year  is 
only  2%  miles.  At  this  rate  it 
will  take  several  centuries  to 
underground  the  whole  City.  Even 
then,  new  construction  takes  up  a 
big  portion  of  the  2^  miles.  The 
Vallejo  Steps  poles  are  still  up 
apparently  because  Pacific  Tele¬ 
phone  allocated  its  personnel  to 
higher  priority  work  now  going  on" 
at  Levi  '$  Plaza. 

In  addition,  the  City  in  some' 
years  does  not  allocate  suffi¬ 
cient. funds  for  its  share  of  the 
costs  -  even  though  the  City  can 
actually  save  considerable  ex¬ 
penses  from  underground!  ng.  It 
can  do  so  by  replacing  PG&E 
street  lighting  with  its  own  sup¬ 
plied  by  cheap  Raker  Act  power 
from  Hetch-Hetchy. 

Another  cause  for  delay  has  been 
that  some  homeowners  have  been 
reluctant  to  pay  connection  costs. 
However,  these  costs  rarely  exceed 
$1,000  and  the  City  has  the  legal 
authority  to  ensure  prompt  payment 
through  a  lien  on  the  property. 
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